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MAY NEWSLETTER 
 

A Note from the President Concerning Terms 2 and 3 
 

Hello Members 

 

The Committee met (in an online, or virtual, meeting) on Monday 20th of this month, specifically 

to review the coronavirus situation relative to the conduct of courses in Terms 2 and 3.  Based on 

the rules set by our State Government concerning ‘social distancing’ and on-going advice 

published by Government Medical Officers, we have decided that no face-to-face courses would 

be conducted in the next two terms.  The situation will be reviewed by the Committee again in 

early September and you will be notified shortly thereafter of the situation for Term 4. 

 

The Committee also decided that where it is possible courses will be conducted online, 

recognising that this will probably be limited to discussion-type groups.  Of course, virtual 

meetings require a Course Leader who has the willingness and ability to set up and conduct 

(‘Host’) such a meeting.  Further, participants need to have the requisite technology (computer, 

tablet or smart phone and a good connection to the Internet) to access a virtual meeting.  

Fortunately, no prior knowledge or sign-up is required of participants and an easy-to-follow guide 

to accessing meetings is available. 

 

Course Leaders who want to move their courses to an online format will contact their group 

members to advise of this.  It is expected that these courses will be scheduled as per the most 

recent program (if they appeared on this program).  If you believe your course could be conducted 

via a virtual meeting and have not heard from your Course Leader by the end of April please 

either make contact with them or else contact me at gavnb@bigpond.com 

 

It is sad that we are not able to come together in person under the U3A banner for another two 

terms.  However, I understand that the phone contact program being managed by Penelope 

Charles is working very well for those who are suffering isolation.  If you would like to have a 

U3A member phone you on a weekly basis for a chat please contact me and I will organise this. 

 

I look forward to writing to you again in September, hopefully to let you know we can reconvene 

our in-person courses. 

Best Wishes 

Gavan Bethke 

 

 

mailto:gavnb@bigpond.com


Member Update: 

 

Since the lockdown: 

 

Don Ridgeway, husband of Joan,  passed away.   Whilst Don is not a member, Joan is and we 

extend our sympathy to her and her family.    

 

Janice Casson also passed recently after a long illness.   Janice has been an active member since 

2014 loving scrabble and continued playing up till early this year.  We extend our sympathy to 

Diane, her sister, and the family.   

 

Pam Judd and Danny & Kerry Green have had the sad news, their grandson & nephew passed 

away after a long and sad illness.   Our hearts go out to you and you family at this terrible time. 

 

It is very distressing in these times not to have family and friends around to comfort the 

bereaved so please everyone, keep the families of the departed in your thoughts and prayers. 

 

 

 

T  

 

Happy 70th birthday to Terese Watson. 

 

Terese for many years acted as U3A Catering Manager, and did a stirling job making sure that 

supplies were always up to date and courses ran smoothly.   Terese has been a member since 

January 2012, enjoying cards, mahjong, lawn bowls and other courses that came up over time. 

 

On the 6th January a group of her friends and family celebrated with her.    

 

Happy 90th birthday to Pat Fitzgerald for the end of May, we wish Pat a very happy birthday, 

we feel sad that we cannot have a get together for her but we will be thinking of her. 

Pat plays Lawn Bowls and Mahjong, having in the last few years learnt both. 

 



To anyone having a birthday during this time of isolation we wish you happy returns,  it is on 

these special days that we miss having our friends around to share the day with. 

 

KEEP HEALTHY AND SAFE EVERYONE, UNTIL WE GET TOGETHER AGAIN 


